Noun

Uncountable Nouns : Things are not usually counted.

Some nouns describe general things such as qualities, substances, topics and processes. These nouns are not usually used with the determiners “ the”, ” or n”

His absence is unexpected.

He supports democracy.

Education is important.

He is a man of intelligence.

When we use an uncountable noun as the subject of a verb, we normally use a singular form .

Beauty is only skin deep.

Truth prevails.

Youth is precious in life.

Here is a list of uncountable nouns:

absence


access


agriculture

beauty


behaviour

cancer

capacity

childhood

comfort

confidence

courage


death

democracy

depression

education

electricity

energy


environment

equipment

evil



existence

failure


faith


fear

freedom 

growth


happiness

health


independence
intelligence

joy 



justice


labour

loneliness

love


luck

marriage

mercy


patience

peace


philosophy

pleasure

poverty


protection

power

pride


reality


religion

respect


safety


silence

strength


status


training

travel


trust


truth

violence

waste


wealth

welfare


work


youth

The following words are uncountable nouns in English which are always considered to be countable in Chinese.

Advice


baggage

furniture

hair



homework

information

knowledge

luggage


machinery

money


news


progress

research

spaghetti

traffic

You must also watch out some words which end in “-s” and look as if they are plural. However, these words are uncountable noun.

Physics is fun to learn

Economics is a difficult subject.

Billiards is my favourite game.

Let’s look at the list

acoustics


aerobics

athletics

classics



economics

genetics

linguistics


logistics

physics

politics



statistics

Very often, we need to know whether the word is countable or uncountable.

Here is a list of some common countable compound nouns:

air conditioner


alarm clock

assembly line


baby-sitter

bank account


brother-in-law

can opener



car park

compact disc


contact lens

credit card



dining room

fairy tale



fire engine

heart attack



high school

human being


nervous breakdown

old hand



personal computer

polar bear



police station

sleeping bag


swimming pool

tea bag




x-ray

youth hostel


zebra crossing

Here is list of some common uncountable compound nouns:

air conditioning


birth control

blood pressure


capital punishment

central heating


common sense

data processing


family planning

first aid




food poisoning

hire purchase


income tax

remote control


science fiction

show business


sign language

social work



unemployment rate

In composition, we may come across the following words. Please remember that these are

singular nouns.

age of consent


arm race

brain drain



cost of living

death penalty


generation gap

greenhouse effect

human race

labour force


private sector

public sector


solar system

